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Thank you, Mr. President,

May I, M r. President, at the outset, extend to you my-delc,l,"atiou's \"' U"In co ngra tu lations 011

your election to the Presidency of the 65th Session of the Ge neral Assembly.

I would like to assure you of my delegation's hill coope ration ill the d ischarge of your high
responsibilities as President of this session of the General Assembly.

~ty delegation would like to registe r our appre ciatio n to the out-going President H.E. Dr .

Ali Abdussalam Trcki lor his able leadership during the 64th Session.

\ Vc would also like to take this o pport un ity to express our appreciation to Secre tary

Gencral, H .F_ ~ I r. Ban Ki-moou, fo r his tireless effo rts to ensu re that the O rganization

lives up to the purposes ami pri nciples as se t forth in its Chart e r. III particu lar, his efforts

in the areas o f energy and climate change are laudable.

Mr. President,

Allow me to 1>C,l,';1l Illy sta teme nt tod ay by reviewing so me salient aspec ts of the political

and eco nomic trausfon uatiou ill Ethio pia. Such a re ..-iew should o r necessity begin with the
democrat iza tion process ill Eth iopia which is B O W completing almos t its second decade. II

would he t autological to state that a democratization process ill an )' co untry, ill particular

one without a democratic culture o r tradition, would be bumpy and fra ught with d ifficulties.

T he road we ill Ethiopia traversed over the past two decades is by no means an exception

to this general trend in die developmen t am i consolidation of democracy in aIly socie ty.

H owever. despi te some see mingly insurmountable difficultie s our mouo has be en

perseverance arrd it has paid off

In the poli tical tran sformation in Eth io pia. our single minded foc us has all along be en on

building- institutions of democracy, g-ood g-ove rnance and the ru le of law that is the cru x of

all our efforts towards building a stable poli tical system. The essence o f all our endeavours

in th is reg ard has been the de volu tion of power to the people .

It has always been all article 0 1" fait h ill our democratization process to empower people to

tJ \C lowest possible level ill the structu re of our society. O ur feder al de mocratic orde r bu ilt

011 the basis of unity ill diversity Iras laid down the fou ndation lor lasting pe ace and security,

It is our lin n belief that democracy is not al l option but a means of survival lo r our country.

Thus, the democratization process that Ethiopia has embarked 0 11 is irreversible and is

ta king de ep roots aLthe level of the state ami the socie ty at large .



However, Mr. President, a democratization process ill any co unt ry is 1I0t an end in itself

Tile whole pu rpose is to create a conducive cnviroll lT~e ll t lo r br inging about a bet ter life for

t he pe ople . T his inevitably leads me to our economic policy and strategy. Our

de velopme nt strategy envisages democracy as the rornc rstouc o f our political ami

economic governanc e, which ensures accountability and transparency. It serves as an

instrumen t lor mobilizing the enti re population aro und deve lopment nud transformation

that is or be nefit to every segmen t o f society. \Vc ha ve, therefo re, be en ab le to build a

national consensus around a developmental path within the Framework o f democracy and

development. T oday in our country accelera ted devel opment is ill full swing, while a

democratic culture am i the institutional unde rpinnings arc developing at the grassroots

level . III this regard , I am happy to inform this augu st Assembly that Ethiopia has registered

all auuunl average o f double d igit eco nomic growth during the past seven years. Over and

above the rapid and sustainable growth, the net beneficiarie s have bccu the Ethiopian
people as a who le ill as much as it is equitable growth . Couscqncutly, our coun try has been

recognized as one of those coun tries wi th fair income distribution am i among the top

African countries in this area.

.\-Ir. President,

"111C successful resul ts achieved during thc last seven years and the chal le nges and

expe rience gained in thc process of implerncu ration of the previous Jive-year economic

plan has helped in the formulation of the next five-year plan which is officially "d ie Growth

and Transformati on Plan" covering t he pe riod of 2011-2015. T his p lan is 1I0t just anoth er
five-year plan but a more am bitious growth an d trans formation plan as its name clear ly

indica tes. T he objectives of our gr owth and transformation plan arc laying down the

ucrcss ary basis lor nation bui lding by crea ting ;lIul strengthening a stable democratic

developmental state am i achieving the economic and social secto r goals in the ~IDGs by

removing the bottlenecks which arc manifesting themselves ill our developmental

trajectory .

At the end of the five-year growth and uunsfonuation plan , we expect to achieve the

Millc uuir uu Development Goals. But U1C ne t resul t of all our efforts ill the impleme ntation

of the growth am i transfo rmation plan will he 10 make poverty histo ry ill our country.
Durimr this period , our people arc coufidc ut to celebra te together with U IC intematioual

ccuuuunity all end of all era of fo od insecurity and dependency Oil food aid. T his historic

event will give us the opportun ity to e xtend our deep grat itud e to all our part ners for the ir

assistance ill our d itlicult times. \ Ve pledge to redouble OUl' cllort and utilize your

assistance lor a rapid de velop ment of our co u ntry that will extrica te us from food insecurity

once and fo r all.
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Mr. President,

O n thc Millennium Development Goals, we have reached the two-third mark of achieving

the goals and targe ts by 20 15. Looking bark, many countrie s will no t achieve several

goals/targets ill time while some hard-wen gains arc being eroded. Progr ess in Sub-Saharan

Africa has OcCIl encouraging. However, the uneven progress and low starting base results

in Africa continuing to conside rably lag behind all other regions of the world . A number of

new challenges to meeting the MD Gs in Africa emerged ill the 2008 global financial crisis.

III light of the foregoing. the High-Level Plenary Meeting of the tiS' session of the UN

Ceneral Assembly held here ill New York just last week was timely. TI IC outcome

document of this forum should not he an exhortatory ap peal hu t a new pact binding o n

stakeholders with respec t to renewed comn uunent to ensure t hat the co llective promises

mad e at the dawn of tile new Millennium arc kept. T he actio n agenda de signed lor

achieving the Millcuuium Development Goals by 20 15 must ensure mutual responsibility

and accountability of all stakeholders. T hc following five years oug-ht to be used to make

up lo r tile lost opport unities over the past decade .

Mr. President,

\ Ve in Ethiopia have made substantial pro~"TCSS on all fron ts towards achieving tile

Millennium Development Goal s. \ Ve have taken full charge of our destiny, devised our

own strategy aw l maximized the mobiliz...arion of our domestic resources to achieve tile
MD Gs. \ Ve made tile best usc of the limited available international assistance to

supplement our 0 \\1 1 efforts. \ Ve made sure that all our development p lan s were cousistcm

with achieving aU the development goaIs.

T he results so far have been very encouraging. O ver tile past seven years, the Ethiopian

eco nomy has performed well, having achieved 11.6% an nua l average growth rate. The

robust eco nomic growth we have achieved has created the basis lo r a similarly robust

gr owth ill social ind icators and hence 0 11 PI'O/,'l'CSS in ach ieving the MDC s.

As we assess, Mr. President, the sta te otthc ~I DGs today it would no t be complete without

some reflections 0 11 Africa from the pe rspective of economic awl social development ami
its organic link to the MDGs,

III this councrtion. l ran do no better than what Mr. Robert B. I"..ocllick. President of the
W o rld Bank said at the High-Level Plenary ~ tcct i llg on tile ~ t DGs. T he most important

point he made \ '0';15 that hc believed in Africa ami that Africa ran be a global pole of growth
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and Afr ica ran attrac t iuvcsuneut 011 African terms. That is what we have been saying- all

along. W ha t he said about de velopi ng- co un tries in general applies even more so to Africa,

particu larly, his apt remar k that OIIC needs to work with developing coun tries as clients, IIOt

as development models from text hooks ami help them solve pro blems not test theories.

As he said , we in Africa know what we ran do, we want to know what the rest of the world

will do to help us achieve our goals.

Mr. President,

T hc issue o r d im..ate change remains among the most critical challenge s facing humankind

today. In this regard , despite difficu lties encountered during the meeting, COP C ll h as,'C 11 has
O il the whole be en encouraging ill that agree me nt was reached 0 11 the political co mmitme nt

necessary to tackle th is most vexing i$SIlC. It is [rom th is pe rspective that the next meeting

at Canrun a$$UIllCS part icular sign ificance. Much has be en said [rom Rio to Kyoto a nd up

to Ccpc uhageu and what has been promised has thus far resulted ill far less than thc

urge ncy of the matter merits.

W e believe that timc is running out and we are concerned that natioual age nda o r zero-sum

pre fe re nces arc o ver shado wing t he real urgency of add ressing the matter ill an accelera ted
and coordinated manner. T he up-com ing Cancuu meeting o n climate change should be

d ifferent from its predecessors. It should come up with a legally bind ing co mmitme nt

coupled wit h the political \\~IJ to allocate the necessary resources lo r ada ptation and

mitigation efforts. especially lo r the most vulne rable ami exposed coun tries

all en ergy and development, Mr. President, it has always been self-evident that access to
energy is key to li,l;hting poverty. It is central to development. Yet 1.4 billion pe ople

worldwide are without e lectricity, S()tX, of which in ru ral areas. Civcu the urgency of this

di re situation we fully support the goal of universal energy access hy 2030 set by tJ IC V.N.

Eth io pia is fully committed to the development or re newable ene rgy. Our stra tegy is zero

carbon emission by the year 2025. Since thc celebra tio n or o ur Millciuuum ill 2008, we

have been pbuniug over a billion trees annually througho ut the co unt ry. Elec trification of

rural area s in our country is an o bjective to which we attach to p prio rity in our development

endeavours. T o this end, 15% o r rural areas ill Ethiopia already have e lectricity. O ur

targe t is 75% rural clcctnficatiou by the ycar 2015 , By the lime we co mp lete our growth

and transformational plan five years from IIOW, we \\~1I have 10,000 M \ V of hydropower

with parallel de velopment of our geot herm al. biofuel. wind and so lar power po tentials. It
nee d hardl y he emphasized that we cannot achieve our goals solely utilizing our resources.

This makes exte r nal assistance all the more critical am i indispens able.
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Mr. President.

The maiutcuancc of international peace and scrurityIigurcs at the top of the purposes of

the UN . As the prevalence of conflicts around the world clearly indicates the need for

international coope ration is of paramou nt importance to complement the ctlorts of the UN

ill the area or peace and secu rity. III this regard Eth iopia as a found ing member of the UN

has always been at the fore front ill discharging its responsibilities in the area of pe ace ami

security, Since the early I950s. Ethiopia has bee n an active partic ipant in UN peace

kee ping operations. At the m ome nt Ethiop ia is muong the majo r troop contributing

countries lor UN peace-keeping missions.

Among thc challe nges which thc international community is (;Killg in the area of peace and

securi ty is the scourge of terrorism. Like many o ther countrie s we have been at the

rereiving end of this problem. \Vc believe the o nly viable \\<L)' of combating terrori sm is

un reserved international cooperation. Ethiop ia \\~U continue to do its level best ill this

rc.l;rtfd.

Mr, President,

Any discussion of peace and security 0 11 the iuteruat ioual SCCIIC today will inevitably have to

take up the situation in the 110m of Africa.

[ t is regrettable that we still cannot talk abo ut thc siruatiou ill Somalia with a great deal of

optimism. On onc hand , the threat of extre mism co ntinues unabated in Somalia. as is the

danger of iu tcmational terrorist ne tworks and their sponso rs re prese nt to Somalia and

be yond . T he IGAD Heads of State and Govern mc nt have de fined the challenge that the

pe ople or Somalia arc lacing at prese nt . It is a coullict they said betwe e n the pe ople of "

Somalia and iurcruatioual terro rists.

.It is. 011 the oth er hand . clear that there is little chance for ma king progress in Somalia until

there is harmo ny and greater seriousness of purposc at the highest level within the
Trausitioual Federal Iustitu ticns (I'1'ls) of Som alia.

At its extraord inary meeting held here ill New York Oil 22 September 20 10. the IGAD
Councilor Ministers had an extens ive d iscussion o n t he situation ill Somalia. In a

rommuuiquc issued at the end of the meeting which has subsequently be en support ed by

the Mini-Summit Oil Somalia convened by tJI C Secretary-Gene ral Oil 23 Septembe r 2010

the Council, among other things, expressing regret regardi ng dillercnccs within the TFG
leadership called upo n them to strengthen their cohe sion and work toge the r to addre ss tJ IC

multiple challenge s the co untry is lacing.
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Furthermore, it reaffirmed the Djibouti Process as the sole basis lor peace ami

reconciliation ill Somalia, and expressed conrcru ab~ut the proliferation o f initiatives that

could uude nninc the Dji bouti peace proce ss and the eflorts o r the regi on and urged the

UN and other stakeholde rs to engage wit hin tJ IC region and with IGAD .

It further expressed regret tha t Eritrea, in violation of UN Security Co uncil resolu tions,
continues to play tJIC role of a spoiler and the main conduit of arms to the terrorist groups

and called upon tJIC Security Council to implement its resolutions on Eritrea and Somalia

and called upon member states of tJIC UN to mobil ize the necessary resources for

AMISOM to sustain an enlarged deployment of forces pending its transformation into a
UN peace-keeping ope ration.

Mr. President,

With regard 10 the situation HI the Sudan, Ethio pia is of the linn view t hat the re is

conceivably no othe r roullict in the contine nt today comparable to that o f the SUc!;U1. As

such we believe success in the Sudan will mean a significant success for Afr ica as a whole.

By the same token failure may entail a serious catastrophe for Afri ca. T hat is why the AU

has given its unreserved attention to tJ IC issue as illustrated by the effor t of the High-Level

Imp lcmcnt auou Panel Icd b)' Former President Thabo Mbc ki whose activities should he

strengt hened ami parallel init iatives should at all costs be avoided . 011 the implementation

of the CPA, we arc o f tJIC view that a global treatment o f all issues by the parties is

imperative. The referendum Oil Abyei, popular consultation in Blue Nile and Southern

Kordofau ami tJIC border demarcation as well as po st-referendum issues need to be

add ressed as they arc orga nically linked to the implementation ofthe CPA. There is clearly

a ne ed to change the mode of operation in tJIC negotiation o n tJIC implementation of tJIC
CPA since business ;LS usual is obviously 1I0t going to work. In tJIC final analysis, both

parties have to carry out their respective o bligations without putti ng preconditions along tJ IC
way. In do ing so their incentive should he peace ami no one can impose it 011 them if they

do 1I0t show the political will to achieve it. O n tJIC active role tJIC international commu nity

should he playing - we would also like 10 express our appreciatio n to the UN Secretary

General for ho lding the timely H igh-Level Meeti ng on Sm);U1 held here o n 21 September
2010. The outco me of the meeting as reflected in the Comunuuque is en co uraging.

It goes without sayiuK that the referenda should be held ill time strictly in co nform ity with
the terms of the CPA. However, we conside r irrespective of the outcome of the referenda

the fixation o f the parties should 1I0t he solely Oil j an uary 20 11 without ill any way

detracting from thc historic significance of th is date. T he parties ought to recognize t hat

there arc severa l commonalities, bonds ami values between the peoples of tJ1C Sudan,

north and south t hat transcend tJIC decision to be taken ill January 20 11. That is why it is
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of param oun t importance that uegouauous on post-referend a sho uld be conducted III

earne st with the seriousness of purpose the issues de serve.

Mr. President,

\Vhcll we talk of security in the Horn of Africa region and Sourhcru Red Sea, wc cannot

avoid raising our co ncern once again on the destructive role the Coven uncut of Eritrea has

continued to play since indepe ndence . It is all ope n secret that the Eritrcan regime has for

some time Il O W been actively playing the role of the spo iler ill the whole tragic situation ill

So malia. \ Ve ill the IGAD regio n have warned the VI'\' as well as the inte ruatiou al

community time and again, that the Eritrean regi me is the principal destabilizer in our sub

region with ut ter co n te m pt fo r inte rn atio nal law and the norms of uucrua tion..al be havior. If

it were not so, the Secu rity Council, although aftcr some prevarication, would no t have
imposed sa nctions on Eritrea under Chapter VII or the Charte r. III doing so, it was the

hope of the international com munity that Eritrea \\~II mend its \va). a nd refrain from

maki ng tJ IC situation wo rse ill Somal ia by actively suppo rting those be nt 0 11 destabilizing die

legitimate an d iutcru..ation..ally recognized Coverumcnt in Somalia (die TFG).

It is indeed regrettable that die Security Council is not taking the necessary steps to compel

Eritrea to live up to what is expected o f it under resolution 1907(2009). Despite the

sanctions Eritrea is still the principal architect of the co mplicated situation in Somalia by
train ing, arming and nurturing the extremist elements such as Al-Sha b aa a nd lIisbul Islam

who arc causing havoc in the country today.

T his reprehen sible behaviour of the regi me has by 110 means be en all isolated conduct

ma nifesting itself only in our sub-region. O n the contrary , it has been the standard

behaviour o f the Eritreau regime extend ing far ami wide beyond our sub-regi on and to

othe r parts of the contine nt and sometimes even outside o ur co utinc ut. Consistent with

this built in character of die regi me it committee! acts of aggr ession against practically all its

neighbours ill the spare of only a ICw ycars following its indcpcudeucc. T his is indeed
uuprecedcutcd I()[' ally newly inde pendent sla te giving it the dubious distinction of be ing an

iutcmatioual pariah among the family of nations.

True to fo rm , Eritrea when it is under pre ssure is trying every de vious mea ns lo hood wink

the iutcmational com munity by shamele ssly wearing the peace maker's mask 10 sidestep

the requirements of resolution 1907(2009),

The time, therefo re, is long overdue for thc Security Council 10 take resolute actio n and
sec 10 it that its decisio ns arc co mplied wit h if we arc to maintain the integrity of die

decisions o f our orga niz..a rion.

7



Mr. President,

Siurc its loiuuling over six decades ago the United Nations ;l S the principal global player ou

the international scene wi t hmultifarious respons ibilities has be en unde r the circum stance s

living up to the vision set forth in the Charter. The re is no g ainsaying t..he fact that if the

Uni ted Nations d id no t exist, it would have to be created . It is an ind ispensable

organization in particular lo r us in the de veloping world.

However. while und erscori ng the importance of the UN we should no t lose sight of the

need for refon n of the organizatio n, which is all ongoing precess. T hat i.s how we can

cnsure the vital ity o f the o rganization. Ethiopia will a lways he ready to give whatever

support is necessary to this cud .

\ Vhcu we talk of the UN as a global actor, cooperation between the UN and our

contine ntal organization the African Union need hardly he em phas ized . Of particular

significance would he the ongoing cooperation and rousultation between the UN Security

Council and the African Union Peace ami Security Counci l in line with the provi sions of

Chapter 8 of the Charter of the UN . \Ve sho uld continue with this cooperation and

Ethiopia will do whatever is necessary in this rer..ard.

III couclusiou, ~ I r. President. let mc reite rate as a founding member Ethiopi a's enduring

com mitme nt to the ideals of our organ ization and the fulfillment of its objectives as set

forth ill the Charter which remains a living document and a source of inspiration lor the

iurcrnatioual co nunuuiry.

Thank you
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