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Mr. President, 

Dear Secretary-Genera 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentllemen, 

I wish at the outset to express iny appreciation to the outgoing President of 

the General Assembly, Dr. Trelci for the good work that he has done and to assure 

the incollii~lg President of the Assembly, Mr. Joseph Deiss of illy co~~ntly 's  

readiness to coiltribute to ~llalci~lg his tern1 of office a success. It is with great 

pleasure that I pay tribute to our Secretai-y-General Ban ICi-moon, aillong other 

things, for coilvening this historic High Level Plena~y Meeting of the General 

Assembly. 

Mr. President. 

Our Secretaly-General could not have beell illore to the point when he said in 

his report that "the Millen~lium Declaration represents the most iillporta~lt 

collective pronlise ever made to the world's 111ost vulnerable people" and then 

added that "the pronlise is not based on pity or charity, but on solidarity, justice and 

the recogilition that we are increasingly dependent on one another for our shared 

prosperity and security." 



Only five years away froin the target date of 2015, it is not clear that we have 

ei~ough justificatioil for a sense of accoinplislment with respect to that most 

important collective promise. NO doubt there has beell soine progress and some 

parts of the world are on track to achieve the MDGs. In Africa too, although 

progress has beell uneven, and has been negatively affected by the current 

economic crisis and unusual levels of climate variability, a number of countries are 

on a proinisiilg trajectory to achieve most if not all the Milleniliuin Development 

Goals. But the overall picture in the conti~leilt in terms of acllieviilg the MDGs is 

far froin reassuring. 

It is therefore ciear that we need to do Inore and better than we have had so 

far if we are to lnalce up for lost oppoituilities over the years. 

There is no doubt in my mind that those of us in the developing world have 

to do inore and better to talce charge of our destiny, to design programmes and 

strategies appropriate to our circuinstailces and mobilize our own resources as the 

primary illealls of achieving the MJIGs. I lu~ow that this is easier said than 

iillplemellted all the more so beca~ise much of the extesilal assistailce we get has in 

practice been predicated 011 us towing the line of the donor coininunity rather than 

charting our own independent course of action. The fact remains, however, there is 

no possibility of us lceepiag our proinise to our people unless we do inore and better 

to talce charge of our destiny and depend on our own resources as the priinaiy 

meails of achieving the MDGs. 



Mr. President, 

It i~lust be clear, however, that much as those that are vulnerable inigl~t 

assume full responsibility for their development and inaxiillize domestic resource 

mobilization, there are nonetheless structural realities that inalce it unavoidable for 

them to rely partly on international solidarity to male progress in development, 

including in achieving the Millennium Development Goals. This is obviously the 

rationale behind the Millennium Development Goals. It was clearly understood 

right from the outset that progress towards achieving the Millennium Goals 

particularly by the most vulnerable, hinges on effective intenlational solidarity and 

support. 

Our partners in development need to do more and better to deliver on their 

promises to provide quality support for development and achieve the MDGs as 

they have clearly beell off track on delivery on their promises both in terms of 

quantity and quality of support promised. They need to go beyond empty words 

and put their money where their mouth is if we are to have a realistic chance of 

achieving the MDGs by the target date. 

It is for all these reasons that this High Level Plenary Meeting of the General 

Assembly is so vital. This foruin should result in a new pact with respect to 

renewed Coinmitinent to ensure that the collective proinises made at the dawn of 

the new Milleimiuin are lcept. What we need are action-oriented reconlmendations 

designed to ensure accountability for coininitinents and promises made. The 

following five years ought to be used ill such a way as to inalce up for some of the 

lost oppoi-tunities over the past decade. 



Mr. President, 

We ill Ethiopia have made substantial progress on all fronts towards 

achieving the Millelmiuln Development Goals. We have taken full charge of our 

destiny, devised our own strategy and maximized the lnobilizatioll of our domestic 

resources to achieve the MDGs. We made the best use of the li~nited available 

illternatiollal assistance to supplelnellt our own efforts. We made sure that all our 

development plans were consistent with achieving all the developlnellt goals. 

The results so fkr have been vely encouraging. Over the past seven years, 

the Ethiopian econorny has performed well, having achieved 11.6% annual average 

growth rate. The robust eco~lo~llic growth we have achieved has created the basis 

for a silnilarly robust growth in social indicators and hence OII progress in 

achieving the MDGs. 

We have now developed our plans for the next five years which are based on 

the progress we have made so far and are intended to help us achieve all the MDGs 

by the target date of 2015. We are lceenly aware that our goals are ambitious and 

Inay not be achieved without significant external assistance. But we are determined 

to do what we can on our own while seelcing suppol-t to supplelnellt our own effort. 

The achievelnents of the past seven years give us the confidence to move folward 

with a realistic c h a ~ ~ c e  of achieving all the MDGs in time. 

1 Thank You. 


